
Wednesday, August 19

Group arrival at Ben Gurion Airport, our representative will meet you at the 

sleeve/jetway of the plane.  He will facilitate passport control procedures, luggage 

identification and escort you through customs to your awaiting guide, driver and touring 

vehicle. Drive to Jerusalem to the Old City and head to the Western Wall where you 

can take time for a moment's reflection and prayer at this holy place. Participate in an 

age-old tradition by saying the "Shehecheyanu" blessing as pilgrims did at the Holiest 

place on earth for Judaism.  Onto the Western Wall Tunnels for a tour and to see the 

archaeological discoveries excavated in a vast concealed tunnel along the Western Wall 

(pending confirmation)  head to the City of David, a small hill just outside of the 

Ottoman Walls of the Old City that was the site of Biblical Jerusalem and the capital of 

King David. Explore a 2700 years old underground wet tunnel (bring sandals) and 

continue to a 2000 years old tunnel once used as a drainage tunnel ending at the 
ndSouthern Wall Excavations where important archaeological discoveries from 2  

Temple Period have been unearthed. Walk up the impressive ancient staircase that was 

the main entrance through which worshippers entered the Second Temple's compound. 

Proceed to your hotel and check-in. This evening an Orientation and Welcome dinner 

is included at the restaurant. 

Overnight – Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem.  

Thursday, August 20

Depart Jerusalem and drive east through the Judean Desert, arriving at the oasis of Ein 

Gedi for a hike through the cascading waterfalls, where you may see wild animals 

roaming freely in the desert. Continue to the mountain-top fortress of Masada for an in-

depth tour of the site. Ascend the cliff top fortress by cable car. From the top of Masada, 

the outlines of the Roman encampments are still visible below. After Masada enjoy 

Lunch (own account) and continue to a private beach on the shore of the Dead Sea a 

dip in the unique Dead Sea waters.  In the afternoon return to your hotel.

Evening private room in the hotel to enjoy a speaker of the "Women of the Wall" 

organization.   

Overnight – Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem.  

Friday, August 21

Start the day with a visit to Yad Vashem, where, accompanied by a local curator, tour 

the central memorial and museum dedicated to the Holocaust.  Take part in a special 

"Twinning ceremony" where the Bnei Mitzvah children will be twinned with children 

who did not have a chance to mark their own coming of age. Your Bnei Mitzvah children 

will share something in common with the children being remembered – a birthday, a 

name or place of origin, and at the end of the tour, they will be presented with a Page of 

Testimony that they are commemorating as well as a special certificate 

acknowledging participation in the twinning program. While you are at Yad Vashem the 

guide will take the children under 10 years old (accompanied by a parent) for a visit to 

the Tisch Family Zoological Garden in Jerusalem.  Following the visit to Yad Vashem 

and the Biblical Zoo all head to the Mahane Yehuda open-air market of Jerusalem to 

see how the locals do their shopping in preparation for the Shabbat.  Return to your 

hotel. This evening head to the Western Wall to participate in Shabbat Services with 

Rabbi Vaisberg. This evening a Shabbat dinner is included at the Hotel.  

Overnight – Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem.  

Saturday, August 22

This morning at the rooftop of the HUC, hold a moving Bnei Mitvah Ceremony led by 

Rabbi David Vaisberg followed by a kiddush (light drinks Kiddush and pastries). After 

refreshing at the Hotel, embark on a walking tour to the Old City.  Stop at Mount Zion 

flanked on one side by the wall of the Old City. This site is traditionally viewed as the 

Tomb of King David, the second king of Israel. Continue to the Christian Quarter, 

walk along the Via Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the crucifixion and 

burial place of Jesus. Conclude the day winding through the narrow, busy streets, and 

colorful Bazaars filled with small shops.  This evening, hold a Havdalah service at the 

hotel led by Rabbi Vaisberg. Enjoy the evening at leisure.

Overnight – Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem. 
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Sunday, August 23

Check out of your hotel this morning.  Depart Jerusalem heading north along the Jordan 
Valley to at Qasr El Yahud – "the Jews Passage."  According to the Jewish tradition 
this is the place the Israelites crossed the Jordan River on their way to the Holy Land. It 
is also where, according to the New Testament, John the Baptist baptized Jesus.  
Proceed to Sde Eliyahu, situated in the fertile Beit Shean valley. Meet an expert who 
will take you on a tour of this unique Kibbutz which specializes in organic agriculture.  
Also see how Barn Owls are used and hear how bumblebees help form natural pollen in 
green houses and open fields, all to protect the environment.  Travel via the shores of 
Lake Kinneret to pay your respects to the famous Israeli artists and poets buried at the 
Kinneret Cemetery on the water's edge. Drive into the foothills of Mount Arbel to see 
the unique site of Magdala a first century synagogue. Also see the Magdala stone, a 

ndcarved stone block dating to before the destruction of the 2  Temple. Arrive at your hotel 
and check in.  Dinner is included at the hotel.  
Overnight – 'Pastoral' Kfar Blum Hotel, Galilee. 

Monday, August 24

This morning head to one of the sources of the Jordan River for a nature walk at the Dan 
Nature Reserve.  Board an awaiting jeep to ascend the Golan Heights.  During the 
course of the expedition, you will pass former Syrian army headquarters and positions 
overlooking the Galilee.  On to visit the 'De Karina' chocolate factory that makes 
handmade chocolates. Here you may take part in a fun workshop making and tasting 
chocolate using the finest quality ingredients for their products.  Conclude the day with a 
family kayaking expedition down the Hatzbani Stream, one of the sources of the 
Jordan River (please bring a towel, a change of clothes and water shoes). Return to your 
hotel for dinner (included). After dinner, participate in a fun family drumming activity. 
Overnight – 'Pastoral' Kfar Blum Hotel, Galilee. 

Tuesday, August 25

Check out of your hotel this morning.  Drive to Safed, the city of the mystics to visit the 
synagogues of Rabbi Isaac Luria and Rabbi Joseph Karo. There will also be time to 
wander about the alleys, lanes and art galleries of the Old City of Safed.  Travel on to 
Kfar Kedem to enjoy a donkey trek in the footsteps of the sages and fun activities 
making pitta bread, olive oil pressing and more.  Travel southward to Neve Michael 
Youth Village, which is home to almost 300 Youth at Risk. Here, meet and interact with 
the children and staff at this warm and fascinating school.  Proceed to Tel Aviv and check 
into your hotel.  Enjoy the evening at leisure. 
Overnight – Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv.

Wednesday, August 26

Start the day touring Jaffa one of the oldest biblical cities in the world and an important 
seaport since antiquity.  Visit the restored Old City including the artists' colony and the 
quaint harbor.  Now it is time to meet a graffiti expert and take a stroll through the 
streets of Tel Aviv where among the shadowy carpentries and garages, are hidden 
unknown works of art. Also enjoy a Graffiti workshop. Stroll through Neve Zedek, one 
of the first neighborhoods of Tel Aviv, for a short tour to see the meticulously restored 
historic homes.  Return to your hotel for some leisure time heading to the beach.
Overnight – Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv.

Thursday, August 27

Start the day with a morning briefing session with Rabbi Gilad Kariv in a private room 
(for adults). The children can sleep-in late.  After breakfast, half the rooms will 
checkout. drive to the Israel Guide Dog Center for the Blind. If the timing is right, you 
may see a new set of puppies in the whelping center. (Pending final confirmation). 
Continue to Rehovot to visit the Ayalon Institute ("the bullet factory"), a clandestine 
operation that manufactured armaments right under the noses of the British!  On to visit 
the Weizmann Institute of Science, a major center of scientific research.  Visit the new 
Levinson Visitors Center and Science Park whose interactive exhibits allow you to 
learn about the fascinating world of scientists who uncover the secrets of nature and 
decipher the codes of the universe.  A multi-media presentation of highly advanced 
technology concludes your visit to the center. Return to your hotel to freshen up.  
Participate in a farewell dinner (included) before the drive to Ben Gurion Airport for 
your night departure flight. 
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