
HOW TO MAKE A MILK CARTON BIRD FEEDER 

Recycle juice or milk cartons to make this great craft for our feathery friends. 

MATERIALS 

  1 juice/milk carton (quart or half-gallon size) 
   enamel paint (or acrylic paint & waterproof 

varnish) 
   X-acto knife or box-cutter 

   4 plastic bottle lids 

   googly eyes (in craft stores; or draw dots with 
a waterproof black marker) 

   craft stick/ popsicle stick/ stick/chopstick 
   hot glue gun or good PVA glue (Elmers, 

Gorilla, craft glue) 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Start off by painting the juice/milk carton. You may need 

two coats to make the color nice and even. Enamel paints 
(for flower pots, etc.) are good because they are waterproof. Acrylic paints are water-

based and won’t last as long, although you could use acrylic paint and then add a coat 
of waterproof varnish. 

2. Once the carton is dry, use the X-acto knife to cut out a “tummy and wings” into the 

bottom half and sides of your juice or milk carton. Mom or dad will have to help you 
with this. As for the wings, don’t cut them out completely; you want to keep the “flaps” 

attached. Fold up the wings a bit. This will keep the seeds a little more sheltered and 
give you those lovely owl wings! 

3. Cut a beak shape from the tummy. 

4. Glue the triangular beak and bottle-top eyes onto the carton. If you don’t have 

googly eyes, just draw dots with a black waterproof marker for the pupils. 

5. Fill the bottom of the owl carton with bird seed. Just fill it to the bottom of the 

tummy. 

5. Poke a hole below the tummy and insert the popsicle/craft stick for the perch. 

6. Punch a little hole, thread it with yarn, string or a shoelace and hung the bird feeder 
outside. 

7. Hang and enjoy. 


