
   

May 27, 2020 
 
To the Temple B’nai Abraham Community, 
 
We’re writing to you in our eleventh week of being outside our beloved synagogue, 
isolated at home, with our social and spiritual needs met online in an inadequate 
and yet so very necessary manner. We’re writing as we yearn to return to our 
sacred home and community, as we watch the world begin to open back up with 
trepidation and hope.  
 
At TBA these past few months, we’ve been innovating with our online offerings for 
adults and children by clergy, staff, and lay people. We’ve expanded our efforts in 
the world of social media to better connect with each of you online. We’re in the 
midst of our second congregation-wide calling campaign to better connect with 
everyone. We’re offering online programming and support in the Early School and 
we’ve created a dynamic and robust online education experience in the JLP.  
 
We have formed a reopening task force made up of staff and lay people, 
including medical experts. The task force is regularly evaluating new 
information and looking at how and when we can safely reopen the various 
elements of our programs according to best health practices and good 
science.  
 
At this time, we must make the difficult choice of keeping Temple B’nai 
Abraham digital and in the cloud until it is safe for us to come together, and 
we recognize that this will continue to impact all aspects of Temple life. We 
are working around the clock on reopening and we are committed to apprise 
you of further developments as soon as we have them. 
 
Our decisions may not match the decisions made by other institutions or what is 
permitted by government policy, but they will be what is right for our TBA family. We 
are proudly independent, and we will base our decisions on substantive research, 
top medical expertise, and the following Jewish values: 
 

• Pikuach Nefesh — saving life, the highest of mitzvot.  
 

• Sakanat Nefashot — the principle that we may not do anything to endanger 
life.  

 
• She’at HaDechak— we are in extraordinary times. This is not normal, nor is it 

easy. Making it through these times requires patience, fortitude, and creativity, 
along with a commitment to practice Judaism in authentic and familiar modes 
as best as we can. This will pass, and we will return to life as we remember.  

 
• Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh LaZeh— each of us is responsible for one another. 

Our lives are in each other’s hands.   
 



• Chesed— profound love and kindness, for ourselves, for our community, for all 
of humankind. This means acting, making decisions, and communication with 
love and compassion for each other.   

 
Going forward, we ask our Temple B’nai Abraham community for the following: 
 

• Be patient and continue to do whatever you can to preserve life.  
 

• Know that it is ok to grieve for what we’ve lost, and that it is ok to share this 
grief with others. 

 
• Remember that we are not canceling life cycle events; we are marking them in 

a different manner. We will do whatever we can to make these events as 
meaningful as possible within the constraints we have.   

 
• For those with children, keep their education and wellbeing front and center. 

We are working diligently to provide all necessary resources to continue 
learning, and we ask your support to help our children engage in Jewish 
learning and keep them enrolled and participating in the JLP and Early School 
programs.  

 
• Be proud to be part of Temple B’nai Abraham, a 167-year-old temple 

community that continues to be dynamic and influential in both periods of ease 
and periods of challenge. Never before have we seen such intense 
engagement and yearning to come together. Let us keep that energy and 
effort going; we are here for each other and you are each making a 
difference.  

 
• Give what you can, and don’t give what you can’t. Some of us are blessed with 

being in a position to give financially, and if so, please be generous. Many of 
us are facing hard times. Know that finances will never be a deterrent to being 
part of TBA. TBA is here for its community members in times good and bad.  

 
• Let your friends know that they’re welcome to participate in our wonderful 

online offerings. We’re here for all seeking meaning and connection. 
 
Our faith in the Eternal has led us as a people through plagues, catastrophes, and 
tribulations.Together, with wisdom, faith, and love we shall persevere, and we will 
keep you informed and in our prayers. In the meantime, may we be blessed with the 
strength and sustenance to make it through the coming days, weeks, and months, 
may we be blessed with love of friends, family, and community, and may we blessed 
with the knowledge that we are all, in so many moments, doing our part to protect 
life.  
 
L’shalom, 

 

 

Rabbi David Z. Vaisberg 
Senior Rabbi 

 

 

Jeffrey A. Klein, Esq. 
President 

    

 


