
YOM KIPPUR SPEECH 

 

I am Jeffrey Klein, President of Temple B’nai Abraham.  

 

For the last 167 years the members of Temple B’nai Abraham have all 

gathered together at the temple to atone for our sins on Yom Kippur. For 

the last 167 years we have bonded as a community as we entered the 

temple sanctuary to pray, together, as one family.    

 

This year, that ritual has changed. This year, the Coronavirus pandemic 

has dramatically changed how we pray, where we pray, who we pray 

with and even how we will break fast.    

 

The pandemic has brought challenges. Let me briefly tell you how the 

Coronavirus has affected us at TBA. 

 

On March 16th the temple building closed by order of the State of New 

Jersey. During those stressful first weeks of the pandemic we were on a 

total lockdown. All worship services moved to Zoom and Facebook 

Live. Temple meetings all moved to Zoom. Our clergy led these services 

from their homes. As the curve in New Jersey slowly began to flatten we 

organized a temple reopening task force consisting of medical 

professionals, clergy, temple staff and lay leadership. The task force is 

led by long time temple member, Dr. Kerry LeBenger of the Summit 

Medical Group and CityMD with assistance from my wife Eileen, who 

is an internist with the Summit Medical Group. With task force 

guidance, we brought back our maintenance staff, led by the amazing 

Tracey Bent, and repair projects scheduled for later in the year have now 

been completed well ahead of schedule.  

 

As the number of COVID cases in New Jersey continued to drop, the 

task force approved conducting b’nai mitzvah in the sanctuary. Limited 

to 10 people, all following safety protocols including COVID testing, 

masks, and appropriate distancing, we were able to conduct our first bar 

mitzvah in the sanctuary on June 20th. We have since increased the 



number of people allowed in the sanctuary to 20 and now also allow 

weddings in the sanctuary. I want to thank Rabbi Vaisberg, Cantor 

Epstein, Rabbi Dantowitz and the newest member of our TBA family, 

Rabbinical Assistant Max Edwards, for their outstanding work during 

these trying times. Their dedication to the temple and our members has 

been amazing. Their sudden and unexpected expertise with Zoom and 

Facebook Live has kept us connected. As Rabbi Vaisberg said to me, 

they do not teach you how to conduct Zoom shabbat services in 

rabbinical school.  

 

The administrative staff of the temple has also been spectacular. Led by 

Gail Milchman, the staff has switched to working from home. They have 

succeeded in keeping the temple operating and ready to meet the needs 

of our congregants.  

 

The Early School and Jewish Learning Program have also faced 

unprecedented challenges. Debbie Ziering and her team have had to find 

ways to keep our Early School kids connected with Zoom story time and 

play dates. Melissa Weiner moved all of our JLP classes to Zoom. They 

have both provided meaningful educational experiences for our children. 

The task force is working closely with Debbie and Melissa to find safe 

ways to bring our students back to their classrooms at the temple. 

 

The officers of the temple have also stepped up during this critical period. 

We have had multiple Zoom meetings to address the myriad of new issues 

that seem to arise every day. Our past president Julie Silbermann has been 

especially helpful. Her knowledge of temple history and her past 

leadership roles have helped us successfully meet the many challenges we 

face today. The Board of Trustees has also been actively involved in 

leading the temple through this crisis, providing support to temple 

leadership. 

 

Finally, I want to say thank you, to you, our congregants, our Temple 

B’nai Abraham family. It has been a challenging 6 months for all of us. 

We never could have predicted the changes brought about by this 



pandemic. Many have suffered the effects of the illness on themselves, 

their families and their friends. We lost our beloved temple president 

Bruce Greene, of blessed memory, to Coronavirus. Many have had their 

financial security challenged. We at TBA, are here for you. No one will 

be denied membership due to financial hardship. No one.  

 

However, even if your financial situation is strained, the temple still needs 

your support. There are many charitable things you can do for the temple 

that do not involve money, so please give generously of your time.  

 

For those of you whose financial security is not threatened, I am asking 

you to think of the temple in your charitable giving. The need is now. The 

time is now! Any financial support will be used to help your fellow TBA 

members less fortunate than you. Please give what you can. We need you 

now more than ever. Please remember our Partners in Leadership, annual 

giving program.  We are all partners in this together.  

 

In closing, I have seen how this temple reacts in a time of crisis. I am 

honored to lead our beloved TBA. I am confident that we can and will get 

through this together. One temple, one family.  

I wish you and your family a meaningful fast. G’mar Chatima Tova.  

 

 

 


