
ROSH HASHANAH 

 

Shabbat Shalom and L’Shana Tova.  I am Jeffrey Klein, President 

of Temple B’nai Abraham.  

  

On a recent high holiday, Bruce Greene stood on this bima and 

said the following: AND I QUOTE “I am confident that Temple 

B’nai Abraham has a bright future. While there are always going to 

be changes, those transitions will lead to growth and improvement. 

We will truly go from strength to strength.”  Tragically in 

April, Bruce passed away from complications related to the 

Coronavirus.  Bruce left us with a roadmap and a mission 

statement to get us through this pandemic. Changes will lead to 

growth and improvement and we will go from strength to strength. 

  

Bruce’s presidency was filled with great challenges. After the 

Parkland High School shooting, Bruce helped organize a rally at 

our temple attended by an overflow crowd of thousands, including 

Senator Bob Menendez and some of the student survivors. After a 

white supremacist opened fire at the Tree of Life synagogue in 

Pittsburgh, Bruce helped organize a memorial service at our 

temple, again before an overflow crowd.  Governor Phil Murphy 

spoke movingly that day of his commitment to the safety of the 

Jewish community. And then Bruce had to navigate through the 

retirement of his dear friend and our former senior rabbi, Cliff 

Kulwin.  Bruce organized the search committee and set in motion 

the long and complicated process of finding a new senior rabbi. I 

think Bruce would agree that hiring Rabbi Vaisberg was the 

greatest accomplishment of his Presidency. To Susan and Mark 

Greene, on behalf of our temple I want to express how grateful we 

are to have been able to share Bruce with you. He was a fine man 

and an outstanding leader of our congregation. May his memory be 

a blessing.   



Today, Temple B’nai Abraham faces challenges the likes of which  

has never seen before. The Coronavirus has closed our building. 

How and when we can safely reopen remains an ongoing 

discussion. But this challenge, unprecedented as it is, reminds us 

why Temple B’nai Abraham, which was founded in 1853, still 

thrives.   

Community. As is so common in life, we take for granted those 

things that are most essential to our sense of well-being. This year 

has offered challenges we as a community would never have 

dreamed of.  

For 167 years Temple B’nai Abraham has been our spiritual home. 

The buildings have changed, but the purpose has remained the 

same. Our synagogue is our house of study, our house of prayer 

and our house of gathering. It is where many of us turn for comfort 

during our darkest hours. It is where we come together to celebrate 

our greatest joys.  

I am proud to say that TBA remains our spiritual home, even now 

as we are unable to come together within the walls of this building. 

Our members, clergy and dedicated staff have persevered with a 

combination of innovativeness, skill, and determination to keep our 

congregation strong and connected. At a time when many are 

experiencing a sense of isolation, our mission to offer connection, 

compassion, and community has never been more vital.   

At the end of Passover, we pray… NEXT YEAR IN 

JERUSALEM. This year, at Rosh Hashanah, I would like to 

amend that prayer by adding: NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM, 

BUT IF WE CAN’T MAKE IT TO JERUSALEM,  NEXT YEAR 

MAY WE WORSHIP TOGETHER AS ONE FAMILY IN THIS 

SANCTUARY AT TEMPLE B’NAI ABRAHAM. 

I wish you and your family a Happy Healthy New Year. Shabbat 

Shalom and L’Shana Tova.  


