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A few years ago, shortly before I took office, one of my predecessors told me that I 

should make sure that I have fun as TBA president. Recently I was asked if I enjoy being 

your president.  

Fun. Enjoy. Oddly enough, not words that one immediately associates with being 

president of any synagogue. Yet that was what I was advised and that was what I was 

asked. It caused me to reflect. 

Self-reflection is an important task at this time of year, the High Holy Days. We 

examine our lives, how we’ve treated others. We ask for forgiveness. We begin to 

attempt to do better. We look forward to the future as much as we look back at the past, 

as the new year is a time of rejuvenation, of new beginnings. 

This new year begins with great hope for Temple B’nai Abraham. These are the 

first High Holy Days with Rabbi David Vaisberg as our senior rabbi. We welcome him, 

Miriam, Nava, and Judah into our family. We want to get to know him and we want him 

to know us, to inspire us, and to lead us. It’s been a wonderful beginning. I know that 

TBA is in good hands. 

Many of us frequently refer to our congregational community as a family. I believe 

that to be true. Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary gives a number of definitions of 

family. One of those definitions is, “a group of people united by certain convictions or a 

common affiliation.” That fits. We are united by our affiliation with this synagogue and 

with each other. Like any family, we might have our disagreements at times, yet I believe 

that there are certain convictions that do unite us.  

As we all know, some families function better than others. To function well, a 

family needs the commitment of its members. Our congregational family functions quite 

well. That is a tribute to you, our members. We have help in that regard and there are 

people who deserve our acknowledgement and thanks. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/affiliate#h1
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We thank our teachers and the staff of the Early School and the Jewish Learning 

Program. Debbie Aronson Ziering and Melissa Weiner: thank you for your energy, 

creativity, and leadership of our schools. 

We appreciate the vital work of our security guards who protect our children and 

protect us. 

Tracey Bent, our Facilities Manager and his staff work above and beyond the call 

of duty to keep our building and its systems running. They are great. 

Gail Milchman, our Executive Director, and the entire administrative staff do an 

incredible job every single day. We are truly blessed by your efforts. 

Our clergy Rabbi Vaisberg, Rabbi Dantowitz, and Cantor Epstein lead us in 

prayer, teach us, celebrate with us, and comfort us. We deeply appreciate all that you do. 

Many thanks to those of you who donate financially to Temple B’nai Abraham. 

You are making a vital contribution to our congregational family. Simply put, your 

donations keep our wonderful synagogue going. Thank you. 

We thank our dedicated volunteers: the committee chairs and members, the 

leadership of Sisterhood, the Women’s Connection, Men’s Club, Parents Council, PTA, 

the members of the Board of Trustees and the temple officers. You are indispensable. 

Our family is you ... each of you. I truly believe that in this day and age, people are 

seeking connection, seeking a spiritual community, and seeking holiness. That 

community is right here … for you. 

We gather together to worship and pray. 

We gather together to study and learn. 

We gather together to do the good work of tikkun olam, repairing our world. 
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We gather together at times of celebration. 

We gather together to provide comfort and support to each other at times of 

difficulty, illness, or loss.  

The key is that we do those things together. 

In the new year ahead, I urge you to try something at TBA that’s new to you. Take 

a course. Worship on Shabbat. Travel with us. Attend an event. Whatever your level of 

involvement and engagement in our synagogue, take this time of reflection to consider 

what your future level of engagement and involvement will be and how that will enhance 

your life in a meaningful way.  

Also, tell us what you want from your synagogue. As you reflect on your spiritual 

needs, think about how TBA can help. Looking ahead, I know that Temple B’nai 

Abraham can and will innovate to make what we do even better than what we’ve done 

before. 

OK ... so is it fun? Is it enjoyable?  

My answer is a resounding yes. I truly love being your president. Beyond fun and 

enjoyment, there is even more. What we do together here at TBA is consequential -- it 

matters. You matter. Our synagogue matters. Together, we can make it matter even more. 

By the way, I think that you too will find fun and enjoyment here at Temple B’nai 

Abraham … in the best sense of those words. 

Susan, Mark, and I wish for each of you that you have a New Year that is sweet, 

happy, healthy, and yes, enjoyable and fun. 

L'shanah tovah u'metukah 


