
In his 1939 Rosh Hashanah sermon, Rabbi Joachim Prinz said the following: 
 

The Jewish people have always passionately praised peace and fought for           
peace, and it is the great philosophy of eternal peace that has its foundation in               
the religious thoughts of the prophets of Israel. With other peace loving peoples             
we are yearning for the days when peaceful citizens will be laboring peacefully             
for the welfare of mankind. 

 
In the present, we live in difficult times when that hoped for peace seems far off. We at Temple                   
B’nai Abraham, like at other Jewish institutions, are paying a great deal of attention to issues of                 
safety and security. I believe that we have an obligation to do everything we can to make sure                  
that the people using our facility are as safe as possible. We’ve acted to bolster our security                 
posture in response to local, national, and world events—most recently Jersey City, Monsey, the              
increase in anti-Semitic incidents and threats generally—and in anticipation of future events.            
Doing our best to ensure the safety of our children, of our congregation, our staff, our guests, of                  
anyone using this building, is paramount.  
 
Security Chair Ken Bernstein works tirelessly on our behalf. Ken, the temple officers, the              
Building and Grounds Chairs, Tracey Bent, Gail Milchman, and Rabbi Vaisberg constitute the             
temple’s Security Committee. Under their leadership, we’ve increased security at TBA in ways             
that are visible and in ways that you might not necessarily see. We are working continually to                 
strengthen security. Of necessity, we cannot publicly disclose details of the measures that we              
take. 
 
Recently, Officer (now Detective) Mullaney of the Livingston Police Department gave a security             
briefing to the Board of Trustees. We plan to repeat that and to include the Ushering Team                 
Leaders. 
 
We are using our security grant from the Department of Homeland Security to further strengthen               
the security of our physical plant. We will apply for similar funding in the future as it becomes                  
available.  
 
We have excellent relationships with the Livingston Police, the Essex County Sheriff, and with              
Bob Wilson, who is in charge of security for the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest. We                
have significantly increased coverage by security officers on-site. We have more and better             
security cameras and exterior lighting. There are emergency phones tied directly to the police              
department. To allow better access to first responders and easier evacuation, we eliminated             
parking on the entrance and exit driveways last year. What we do comes at a price. In this year’s                   

 



budget the security fee that we charge congregants and the non-member families of children              
attending our schools has had to be raised.  
 
This past year was a time of endings and new beginnings. Rabbi Kulwin completed 20 years of                 
service as TBA’s Senior Rabbi. The Ways and Means event in his honor was a huge success. It                  
was a fitting tribute to him and raised well over the budgeted amount. Many thanks to Ways and                  
Means Chairs Erica Facktor and Illana Lebersfeld, along with their entire committee for a              
wonderful event. 
 
This year, we welcomed Rabbi Vaisberg and his wonderful family to our TBA family. I can’t                
believe it’s only been a little over six months. What a fine start! His infectious enthusiasm,                
spirituality, creativity, personal warmth, wisdom, and so much more have brought a new spirit to               
TBA. With him at the helm, I know that our synagogue’s future is bright. His installation last                 
September was wonderful. I believe that all of us who were present will never forget it. The                 
Rabbinical Transition Committee, so ably led by Valerie Katz and Bennett Wasserman, is doing              
a wonderful job—thank you to them and the committee. I also thank all of those who hosted and                  
attended transition events. 
 
At the end of June, Rabbi Faith Joy Dantowitz will move to California as she completes her                 
tenure as Associate Rabbi of TBA. We will miss her and we certainly wish her well in the future.                   
This year, we will be honoring Rabbi Dantowitz at the annual Ways and Means fundraiser on                
Saturday night, May 16. It promises to be a wonderful event and I invite all of you to attend. I                    
also ask that you contribute in her honor to the event ad journal. You will be hearing more about                   
the event in the near future. 
 
We are currently engaged in the process of identifying our next Assistant Rabbi. More              
information will be provided to you as that process continues. 
 
Our annual giving campaign, Partners in Leadership, had another very successful year. The fiscal              
year is not yet over and the campaign has raised $175,000 so far—well over the budgeted                
amount for the year. Many thanks to Development Co-Chairs Julie Silbermann and Merle             
Kalishman, Officer Liaison Isabella Fiske, and the Development Committee for doing such an             
incredible job this year. 
 
Working on our clean energy program, we have retrofitted our property’s lighting and upgraded              
two of our HVAC units. That will lead to both financial and energy savings. 
 
A professional conservator has been working on repair and restoration of our Torah mantles, the               
covers of our Torah scrolls. By the end of next month, she will complete work on the restoration                  
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of the brown mantles. She will then assess what is needed for the white High Holy Day mantles.                  
This is a very special project. Our Torah mantles are valuable works of art that were created by                  
the late Ina Golub who was a wonderful artist creating fine Judaic artworks and the sister of our                  
member Myrna Wertheimer. Ellen and Peter Klein deserve our thanks for their great work              
spearheading this project. 
 
We thank our clergy, Rabbi Vaisberg, Rabbi Dantowitz, and Cantor Epstein for their spiritual              
leadership and guidance, for their commitment to social justice, for their efforts in Jewish              
education, and for their important pastoral work.  
 
Thanks also to our educators, Melissa Weiner and Debbie Ziering, and their staffs for their               
important work. To Tracey Bent and his staff, many thanks. Gail Milchman and the              
administrative staff have our and my deep appreciation.  
 
I want to acknowledge and thank in advance those of you who will begin your terms on the                  
Board this year. Immediately following this meeting, we will have an orientation session for the               
new members of the Board and for any other Board members who also wish to participate. The                 
orientation will take place in the Conference Room 
 
To those of you who are completing your service as trustees, thank you for all you have done for                   
TBA.  
 
To the chairs of the various temple committees, and to the presidents and officers of Sisterhood,                
Men’s Club, PTA and Parents’ Council, many thanks for your hard work and dedication. The               
work you do provides for our community in ways too numerous to mention specifically. We are                
all grateful to you.  
 
I thank the temple officers and our counsel for everything they do. I am deeply grateful. 
 
Looking ahead, the future is bright. Rabbi Vaisberg has begun working groups to deal with               
various issues facing our community and world. We are also in the early stages of a new strategic                  
planning process. Among other things, we will focus on membership, which has been affected by               
the changing demographics of our community, by changes in what people want and expect out of                
religious affiliation, and by the Senior Rabbi transition. We will also look strategically at our               
finances and at our development efforts. 
 
This synagogue has a great heritage and it has great potential. I ask you to spread the word. Let                   
the wider community know what’s happening here. Invite friends to join you at a service or at an                  
event. You’ll be happy that you did. 
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