
"For the survivor who chooses to testify, it is clear: his duty is to bear witness for the dead and for the living. He 

has no right to deprive future generations of a past that belongs to our collective memory. To forget would be not 

only dangerous but offensive; to forget the dead would be akin to killing them a second time." Elie Wiesel

JLP 5th Grade Hall of Remembrance

Read an interview with Hana’s 
brother George, click his 
picture

Hana Brady

https://english.radio.cz/hanas-suitcase-story-a-czech-girl-whose-tragic-death-touched-hearts-children-8080745
https://english.radio.cz/hanas-suitcase-story-a-czech-girl-whose-tragic-death-touched-hearts-children-8080745


We are the promise...in honor of the victims of the Shoah and` explore the meaningful 
way we live as young Jewish children in 2021...Click on the pictures  and also on the 

yellow squares that appear through the next few pages to link to our work.
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Izabella was one of eight children raised in a religious Jewish family in the 
small town of Kisvarda in northeastern Hungary.  When the Nazis came 
to power, Izabella's father went to the United States and 
desperately tried to obtain immigration papers for his family.
In April 1944 Jews were moved to Kisvarda's ghetto. On May 
28 Izabella and her family were ordered to be ready to travel at 
4 a.m. Smiling townspeople lined the street to watch them 
squeeze into cattle cars. At Auschwitz her mother and 
youngest sister were gassed. Izabella and her sisters were put 
in camp "C." As the Soviets advanced, they were moved 
towards Germany to a labor camp. Force-marched west from 
there in a blizzard, they made a run for it.

Izabella and two of her sisters hid for two days and were 
liberated by the Soviets on January 25, 1945. They immigrated 
to the United States and joined their father.

Izabella Katz

Sadie Blumhof

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/8719/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/3673/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/2931/en


My name: Sadie Blumhof

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…
Izabella Katz

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



Helene Waldhorn was born in Czechoslovakia and moved to 
Paris when she was a kid. In high school she learned to speak 
German. This helped her hide her Jewish identity and get a 
job with the German army in the town of Alencon. But she was 
secretly a spy for the French resistance. She was caught in 
1944 and deported to the Ravensbrueck concentration camp. 
She was liberated in 1945. 

Helene Waldhorn

Danielle Du Boff



My name: Danielle Du Boff

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Helene Waldhorn

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



My name: Jake Finegold

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…
Frida Adler

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

My dog Torrey





David was born in Poland in 1922.  His father owned a shoe factory and 
his mother took care of him and his siblings.  His life changed forever 
when Germany invaded Poland.  David and his family were forced into a 
ghetto and later deported to Treblinka then Auschwitz, then to Jaworzno, 
where he was forced to work in a coal mine.  When the Soviet Union was 
approaching, the Nazis forced the prisoners on a death march and shot 
anyone who was too weak to continue.  David escaped into a forest and 
when he was found by the Soviets, he weighed 70 lbs.  After the war he 
went to Panama, then Israel, and then America.  He now volunteers at the 
Holocaust Museum.David Bayer

Josh Gerstel
Josh Gerstel



My name: Josh Gerstel

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…
David Bayer

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. It shows how I 
celebrate holidays and  big milestones 
with my family and experience summer 
camp with Jewish friends and my sister.

A picture of me:



Paula Wajcman

Allison Greenstein

Paula was born in 1928 in Kielce, Poland. She 
was raised in a religious Jewish household with 
her brother, Herman. She had a vibrant social 
life at school. A bit before the Germans invaded 
Paula’s hometown, her father took his family to 
Tuchin, 30 miles from the Soviet border. Paula’s 
mother was stranded, returning to Kielce for 
supplies when the border closed.  Germans then 
occupied Tuchin on July 4th, 1941. Paula’s 
family built a bunker after hearing what 
happened to Jews nearby. At dawn on 
September 24th, 1942, there was utter chaos 
and Paula and her father ran into the bunker. 
The bunker was discovered by the Germans. 
Paula and her father were shot. She was 14. 



My name: Allison Greenstein

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Paula Wajcman

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



My name: Arden

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…
My family, my puppy,  friends, best 
friend, and my camp friends.❤

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



My name: Colby Green

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of...

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

Herman 
Klein



Herman was a religious boy born in Czechoslovakia, in a town 
called Sirma. His family owned a little bit of land where they 
farmed. When Herman was 16 he was sent to Auschwitz. He 
had no family members left,  but was liberated by U.S troops

Herman Klein

 Colby Green



My name: Lyla Halper

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…
The victims of the Holocaust

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



My name: Jacob Heyderman

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…

David Bayer 

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:





My name: Jake Julius

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of of my 
Great-Great-Grandparents Lea 
and Arie Hershfinkel.

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



Lea and Arie Hershfinkel

Jake Julius

Shabbat Shalom, my name is Jake. 
My Great-Great-Grandmother and Great-Great-Grandfather 
were Lea & Arie Hershfinkel; both born, lived, and were killed in 
Poland during the war. They worked in the textile business. They 
had 7 children who were all grown and some married at the time 
of the war. Between 1940 & 1943, of the 7 children of my 
Great-Great-Grandparents, 4 of the siblings and their families 
were murdered by the Nazis.

Left to right: Lea 
Hershfinkel and her 
daughter, Yostina.

Standing: Lea’s son, 
Bolek Hershfinkel. 
Seated: Bolek’s son, 
Lotek.





Evan Kaufman

Sal Feit

Sal Feit was my great grandfather. He was dentist. He 
was from Germany. 

He survived because he was hidden by a friend. 
When he was running away from the Nazis, they 
asked Sal where Sal was, and even though it was him 
he said, “I don’t know.”

He was able to escape and save many other 
people . They went on a ship to America and he
raised his family. At his funeral, many of the people he 
helped save came to pay their respects.. 
Unfortunately, they never saw the friend that help 
save him again.



My name: Evan Kaufman

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of...

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

Sal Feit

FAMILY

Friends





My name: Simon Krasnove

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Zigmond Adler

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:









My name: Leo Lilien

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…             
My great grandpa Mark Vogel, 
who survived the Holocaust

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



My name: Jordan Krentcil

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of...

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

Robert Oelbermann





My name: Noah Levine

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Thelma Zimmet, my great 
grandmother. I was named after 
her.

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

  



Johanna Hirsch was born on November 28, 1924 in Karlsruhe, Germany. When 
Johanna’s father passed away, her mother, Ella, continued to keep his studio. In 
1930 Johanna started to go to public school. In April 1933 Johanna’s family’s 
studio had lots of signs everywhere saying “Don’t buy from Jews.” The studio 
remained open until December 31 when all the Jewish businesses had to be 
closed. In 1940 Johanna and her family were deported to Gurs, a Vichy detention 
camp on the French Spanish border. A social worker, from the Children’s Aid 
Society, got Johanna out. But by 1942 she was sent to hide at two different farms. 
The farmers were glad to help. One said “Even if we have less, we want to help 
more people.” In early 1943 Johanna escaped and went to Switzerland. After the 
war, Johanna lived in various cities in Switzerland. In 1945 she married Max 
Liebmann and three years later she immigrated with her husband and daughter 
to the United States. And that’s the story of Johanna Hirsch. Johanna Hirsch

Hailey Liberman



My name: Hailey Liberman

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in honor 
of my family and friends. They always 
support me through anything and they 
make my life a real life. 

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

 





My name: Griffin Loventhal

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Istvan Geroe.

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



My name: Noah Lubetsky

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Fischel Goldstein.

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

My dog





My name: Jessica Marks

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of...

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

Flora Mendelovics



Flora's Romanian-born parents immigrated to Antwerp, Belgium, 
in the late 1920s to escape antisemitism.

fter the Germans invaded Belgium in May 1940, Jews had to 
wear a yellow star.

On the advice of a friend who was in the German army, the 
Mendelovicz family fled to Brussels. Flora was hidden in 
convents in Belgium and was spared deportation because of the 
efforts of resistance fighter Georges Ranson, Father Bruno 
Reynders, and others. In 1946 Flora and her family immigrated 
to the United States, where she first worked as a dressmaker, 
then completed her schooling, and became a teacher.

FLORA MENDELOVICZ

Janna Millman

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/3225/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/5505/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/7723/en


My name: Janna Millman

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of...my grandparents 
because they have made a great 
impact on my Jewish upbringing.

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:





My name: Jordan Morris

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of… 

Rene Guttman

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



My name: Luke Neuer

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…
Leo Nitche

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



Leo Nitche

Luke Neuer

Leo was a judge in Brno, in Moravia. He was forced 
out of his apartment because he was Jewish. He was 
fired from his job because he was Jewish.
He became a liaison between Jewish group anfd 
Germans and helped prepare list for people to go to 
Palenstine.
Leo was sent to Auschwitz in October 1944 where he 
was selected to do slave labor. He died there.





Jenna Reed

Barbara Ledermann

Barbara was the older of two daughters born to Jewish 
parents in Germany's capital, Berlin. Barbara's father 
was a successful lawyer. After the Nazis came to 
power in January 1933, it was illegal for Barbara's 
father to have non-Jewish clients. His law practice 
quickly folded. Later that year when Barbara was 7, 
her family moved to the Netherlands where her mother 
had relatives Barbara remained in hiding until May 
1945, when Amsterdam was liberated by Canadian 
troops. She immigrated to the United States in 
November 1947.

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/8834/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/65/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/65/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/8836/en


My name: Jenna Reed

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Barbara Ledermann

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



Shabbat Shalom, my name is Addison Resnick. Tonight I 
honor Ruth Elisabeth Dahl...she was born on May 30,1922 in 
Germany. She was the daughter of a successful cattle dealer 
whose family lost everything to the Nazi's. She escaped with 
the help of the Dutch resistance and was finally about to come 
out of hiding in 1944 when she was reunited with her family. In 
1948 she moved to the United States and had a long and 
happy life, rich with 3 daughters and 4 grandchildren. 

Ruth Elisabeth Dahl

Addison Resnick



My name: Addison Resnick

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…

Ruth Elisabeth Dahl

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

❏ I would bring my 5 fav stuffed animals that 
keep my happy and comfortable 

❏ I would bring food that doesn't rot in a 
day 

❏ Clothing,sheets and etc.





My name: Lilah Schwartz

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of 

Nessa Ben Asher 

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:

creative

Excitable



My name: Cole Shapiro

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of Hana Brady. 

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



Ben Stern 

Joseph Stein 



My name: Joseph Stein

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of...Ben Stern 

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:





Bertha was the second of three daughters born to Yiddish-speaking Jewish parents in a 

village in Czechoslovakia's easternmost province. Soon after Bertha was born, her parents 

moved the family to Liege, an industrial, largely Catholic city in Belgium that had many 

immigrants from eastern Europe.1933-39: Bertha's parents sent her to a local elementary 

school, where most of her friends were Catholic. At school, Bertha spoke French. At home, 

she spoke Yiddish. Sometimes her parents spoke Hungarian to each other, a language they 

had learned while growing up. Bertha's mother, who was religious, made sure that Bertha 

also studied Hebrew.1940-44: Bertha was 11 when the Germans occupied Liege. Two 

years later, the Adlers, along with all the Jews, were ordered to register and Bertha and her 

sisters were forced out of school. Some Catholic friends helped the Adlers obtain false 

papers and rented them a house in a nearby village. There, Bertha's father fell ill one Friday 

and went to the hospital. Bertha promised to visit him on Sunday to bring him shaving 

cream. That Sunday, the family was awakened at 5 a.m. by the Gestapo. They had been 

discovered.Fifteen-year-old Bertha was deported to Auschwitz on May 19, 1944. She was 

gassed there two days later.

Bertha Adler 

Charli Wernick 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/5505/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/7723/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/7723/en
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/3673/en


My name: Charli Wernick

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…
Bertha Adler

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



I dedicate my journey to Amelia Puderbeutel, my great 
grandmother’s older sister.  Amelia lived in Fristak, Poland 
and was born around 1910.  She died when the village of 
Fristak was taken over by the Nazis. My mother’s hebrew 
name was given to her in memory of Amelia. 

Amelia Puderbeutel

Max Wurtele



My name: Max Wurtele

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of my great great grandma 

Amelia Puderbeutel .

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish child 
growing up during 2021 in New Jersey. I am 
proud of my history and hopeful for the 
future. I know that Hana would be proud of 
me! It is filled with items that are important to 
me and represent my life..

A picture of me:

MAX





My name: Alex Berger

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of… Leif Donde. Lief and his 
family packed their own bags 
escaped the Nazis in 1943.

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:





I am honoring Nessa Ben-Asher who is a holocaust survivor 
and is like a great-grandma to me. As a young girl in Warsaw, 
Poland, she grew up in a wealthy jewish family. When World 
War 2 started, she was 14 years old. In the beginning of the 
war, she was forced to move into the Warsaw Ghetto. A little 
later Nessa's mother and sister were taken to a concentration 
camp and she never saw them again. Nessa escaped from 
the ghetto and by the end of the war she had helped her 
father and hundreds of other jews escape. Now she lives in 
Short Hills, New Jersey, and is 98.

Nessa Ben Asher

Lilah Schwartz







My name: Nate Panitch

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of… Bernice Balsenbaum

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:



I am caring, kind, funny, 
and a   good friend.

My name: Jordan Rothenberg

Tonight, I dedicate my suitcase in 
honor of…

                Fred Bachner

This suitcase represents me as a Jewish 
child growing up during 2021 in New 
Jersey. I am proud of my history and 
hopeful for the future. I know that Hana 
would be proud of me! It is filled with items 
that are important to me and represent 
my world.

A picture of me:




