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Yom Kippur—Wednesday, October 12, 2016       SANCTUARY 

Shana Tovah.   

I join you today, my final Yom Kippur as president, for this sacred 

service as we pray for forgiveness, as we atone for our sins, as we 

acknowledge the sanctity of the day with the prayers our people have 

recited and chanted for ages.  Today we give thanks for our good fortune 

to be together.  Today we pray to be remembered in the Book of Life for 

another year.  Today we wish for a sweet year full of good health and 

fortune.  For many of us, we reflect on those who are no longer with us 

yet remain in our hearts.  We draw strength from our liturgy, from being 

together as a congregation and from the Sanctuary we call home. 

 

I am pleased to be able to report that Temple B’nai Abraham is thriving.  

We are able to deliver meaningful services to our congregation.  We are 

able to educate our children.  We are able to offer programming to our 

many constituent groups across all ages.  We are able to provide pastoral 

care to our congregants in time of need and rejoice together as a Temple 

family in times of joy.  We are able to help many of our members who 

are having financial difficulty with dues assistance and scholarships.  

One might say, to paraphrase the songwriter Graham Nash, “Our house 

is a very, very, very fine house.”   
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So now I’d like to talk about our house, Temple B’nai Abraham, our 

spiritual home.  Quoting from Exodus 25:8, as the cover of our Shabbat 

and Holiday programs has said for many years, “Let them make Me a 

sanctuary that I might dwell amidst them.”  Our revered texts go on to 

present lengthy architectural blueprints for the building of the Sanctuary.  

The Torah portion, Terumah, describes how many cubits we are to go in 

each direction, how much fabric of gold and blue is needed, what kind of 

wood should be used, and much more.  But I would like to focus on the 

symbolic meaning of “Our House” and what our responsibilities are as 

congregants who worship in that Sanctuary.   

 

So for right now, I would like to define “building the Sanctuary” as the 

fulfillment of our congregational obligations.  Let’s have “building the 

Sanctuary” mean the recognition and acceptance of our responsibilities 

as members of our Synagogue, our spiritual home.  It means the 

accountability to each other and to the community at large.  This kind of 

building means we can ensure our future and serves as a symbol to the 

community that we are here and we are important.  The Talmud Ta’anit 

23a says, “I did not find the world without carob trees when I entered it; 

as my forebears planted for me, so I am planting for those who come 

after me.”  It is our duty to continue to plant, to continue to provide for 

the future and to take care of our spiritual home in all of its definitions.  
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We have harvested from trees planted before we were born; we must 

now plant trees so that our children will have something to harvest after 

we are gone.   

 

In addition to our responsibilities to our spiritual home, our physical 

home needs us, too.  Our building is aging; our needs for repair and 

renovation are growing.  We have just replaced the movable walls in this 

beautiful room.  I wish I could open and close them for you but that 

would divide the room in half so I invite you to attend weekly services 

and programs so you can see the new walls for yourself.  We have 

repaved parts of the driveway, we have redone the furniture in the Brody 

Youth Lounge downstairs, we have made more repairs than I can keep 

up with—and there are many more waiting to be done.  As I said before, 

our spiritual home and our physical home are both in need.  And you can 

help. 

 

We are in the middle of our fiscal year and, as we have done for the last 

three years, are actively working on our Annual Giving program, 

Partners In Leadership.  This program is essential to the financial health 

of Temple B’nai Abraham, allowing us to help meet expenses, fill the 

gap in our budget not covered by dues and support programming; it also 

allows us to provide membership and education for congregants in need.  
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This year, we hope for greater participation from our members in our 

annual giving program.  Last year we reached only about 28% 

participation.  This year, please help us do better and meet our goal.  We 

cannot do it without you.  In addition to the Annual Giving, Partners In 

Leadership program, the Board of Trustees has established a new fund 

for donors who are interested in bricks and mortar, who are interested in 

helping us repair and renovate our physical home.  We have created the 

Capital Improvements Fund which will directly help us with our aging 

building.  Please consider participating in our Annual Giving program 

and our Capital Improvements Fund so we can continue to plant and 

continue to harvest for today, as well as for the future.  Let us “build our 

Sanctuary” by fulfilling our responsibilities and obligations to Temple 

B’nai Abraham and to each other.  Let’s keep our house as a “very, very, 

very fine house.” 

 

At this time of year, I try to reflect on the past months and make my 

personal vows of how to improve, how to be a better spouse, parent, 

daughter, friend, volunteer, etc.  I read through our Mahzor and always 

find relevant and meaningful words in the supplemental readings.  I’d 

like to share one passage with you now from a prayer entitled “We wait 

too long.”  Quote “We wait too long to become more deeply involved in 

Jewish life—in Jewish observance and in Jewish study.  While we wait, 



5 
 

the time for the harvest comes and we haven’t even planted.”  Please 

make this be the year when we all plant.  We need to plant for us now, 

for our spiritual and our physical home, and it is imperative that we plant 

for the future.  Please remember the carob trees.  

 

May we as a congregational family have a good, sweet year.  May we 

and the State of Israel be inscribed in the Book of Life for a year of 

peace and prosperity.  May our Temple B’nai Abraham community be 

blessed with good health, loving family and dear friends. 

 

G’mar hatimah tovah and tzumkal.  An easy fast to all.   

L’Shana Tovah—Happy New Year. 

 

 


