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TBA 164th Annual Meeting           Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

Good Evening.  Welcome to the 164th Annual Meeting of Temple B’nai 

Abraham.  I am honored to have the privilege of addressing you tonight, at my 

final Annual Meeting as president.  I would like to reflect on the past 

successful year and the four (4) years of my presidency. 

Specifically, I want to expand on a theme that I introduced at Yom Kippur—

Our House.  Our house is indeed a very, very, very fine house and merits much 

discussion.  Our house is made up of finances, bricks and mortar, education, 

people and, of course, spirituality.  Let’s start with the people and spirituality.   

 

Rabbi Kulwin, Rabbi Dantowitz and Cantor Epstein continue to inspire us, 

teach us and involve us in all facets of Jewish and spiritual life.  Thank you to 

our clergy for their excellent guidance and leadership.  Our classes and book 

groups and lectures are always at capacity and our congregation truly benefits 

from the knowledge that our clergy imparts.  We have introduced music 

accompaniments to our Erev Shabbat services.  With Toby, the band or our 

piano player, our services ring with music, have reflective commentary and are 

warm and inviting whether in the Chapel or in the Sanctuary.  And as we 

evolve as a congregation, we are lucky to have clergy that moves with us, 

grows with us and guides us along our path.  We have stayed constant at about 

900 member units in an environment of declining religious affiliation and 

changing demographics.  Our members comprise all definitions of family units 

and we pride ourselves on being progressive, traditional and welcoming to all. 
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It goes without saying that Gail Milchman and the entire Administrative staff 

stand behind every activity and function at Temple B’nai Abraham.  A sincere 

thank you to Gail and her staff, personally from me and from a grateful 

congregation, for always making sure that Temple B’nai Abraham runs 

smoothly and is the best it can be!  I can attest to the importance of an 

outstanding, hands-on Executive Director.  I hope I have thanked Gail enough 

over the last four (4) years because without her gentle guidance and strong 

oversight, I would not have survived. 

 

The inside of Our House is made up of our schools, which are brimming with 

happy and engaged children.  The Early School, innovative for its early 

childhood education philosophy and academic readiness curriculum, is active 

and always developing new programs and activities for our youngest attendees.  

Debbie Ziering, our Director of Early Childhood Education, and her wonderful 

and caring teachers and staff ensure that our children spend their time in a 

socially nurturing and academically appropriate environment.  The Jewish 

Learning Program is filled with inquisitive children who are beginning their 

life-long journey of Jewish education.  Melissa Weiner, our Director of Jewish 

Learning, has brought innovative and forward-thinking techniques to the study 

of Hebrew, Jewish history, holidays, and our own Temple B’nai Abraham 

liturgy which will help our children learn to celebrate being Jewish and 

participate in all of its facets.  Melissa’s assistant, Arleen Lichtenstein, helps 

Melissa create and implement programs and curriculum designed to keep our 

children engaged while recognizing each family’s and student’s individual 

needs.  
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I’ve talked about the inside of Our House.  Now it’s time to talk about the 

bricks and mortar.  A lot has been done to update, renovate and refresh Temple 

B’nai Abraham over these last four (4) years.  Certainly none of this could have 

been accomplished without the wonderful supervision of Tracey Bent and his 

staff.  Thank you to Tracey for his dedication and diligence.  Just a few of our 

recent improvements—we have installed and enjoyed our new Sandi and Mark 

Rosenbaum Splash Pad which was a big hit for our Early School campers and 

students.  Quite a sight to see Rabbi Kulwin running under the big sprinkler 

frog while being chased by cheering three-year-olds!  Our beautiful, new 

movable Sanctuary Walls were completed on time and on budget by the High 

Holidays and they add a richness and beauty to our Sanctuary as well as the 

assurance of usable, functioning walls.  We have given the Brody Youth 

Lounge a facelift—new upholstery and paint—in preparation for our overflow 

of B’nai Mitzvah services this coming year.  Tracey is constantly modernizing 

our lights from fluorescent and incandescent to halogen and LED.  And he is 

always making adjustments to keep us technologically and environmentally up-

to-date.  Our upcoming plans include a renovation of our large nursery room to 

a state-of-the-art children’s center.  This will involve a full renovation of the 

floors, bathrooms and walls in addition to the installation of the most exciting 

play center I have ever seen. 

 

My administration and I have spent a lot of time, energy and financial 

resources on security.  Gail and the entire senior staff have met with Homeland 

Security and other security providers to ensure that Temple B’nai Abraham is 

current with our emergency responses.  Safety is our number one priority for 



4 
 

our congregants, students and staff.  We have hired a private security agency to 

provide us with coverage during high traffic times and services.  We have been 

evaluated by professional security organizations and have implemented 

strategic recommendations to ensure our schools and synagogue operate with 

comprehensive security measures.  Security is a fluid concept; we are 

continually evaluating and revising our protocols as needed.  Although not part 

of Our House, per se, our Memorial Park has also undergone major changes.  

Our longtime Memorial Park director, Jerry Kivowitz, retired in August and we 

have engaged Sanford B. Epstein Inc. as managers.  I am very pleased with the 

appearance and management of the Memorial Park under this new arrangement 

and we look forward to a long, productive contract with them. 

 

The final piece of Our House is financial.  Since its inception when I became 

President, our annual giving program, Partners In Leadership, has been 

successful.  This year we can thank over 240 donors for more than $206,000 

which directly supplements our operating budget, allowing us to continue to 

provide our congregants with outstanding programming and services.  In 

addition, this program helps support congregants in need with dues remission 

and tuition aid.  I am especially pleased to report that over $820,000 has been 

raised during my four (4) years as president through the annual giving program, 

Partners In Leadership!  In addition, we have also reviewed and revised our 

Reduced Dues Application and procedures to allow all congregants in need to 

remain members regardless of their financial situation.  We have identified all 

of our existing Special Purpose Funds and consolidated and repurposed them to 

be more user-friendly and to help support programming and services at the 
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Temple.  We have created a new fund for donors who prefer to support bricks 

and mortar with the Capital Improvements Fund (CIF).  The CIF will receive 

an annual stipend from the Ross Endowment Fund in an effort to quickly build 

up its reserves.  The fund will be used to take care of the Temple today and in 

the future.  Our House is great, but it is aging and we need to focus on its 

needs.   

 

I am pleased to announce a silent program that Rabbi Kulwin, Max and I have 

been working on to augment the Ross Endowment Fund and/or Capital 

Improvements Fund.  It is not a campaign, but rather a targeted ask of a very 

few congregants.  I am overjoyed to announce that we have pledges of 

$300,000 as of today from just a few donors.  If the new administration will 

allow me to continue on this special, silent project, my goal is to identify 

another $200,000 or more in pledges to have at least $500,000 or more raised 

for the Ross Endowment Fund or the Capital Improvements Fund.  

 

I did not accomplish all these things by myself.  There is no “I” in TEAM.  I 

must publicly and profusely thank my officers, trustees, committee chairs and 

volunteer lay leaders who have worked tirelessly with me to make sure we 

reach our goals and operate in the most efficient, effective and exceptional way 

possible.  We have tackled some very tough organizational issues with great 

results.  We have reviewed our 10-year old Strategic Plan to evaluate our 

progress.  I’m happy to say we have accomplished many of the items identified 

and have implemented great progressive changes.  And we have undertaken a 
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multi-year assessment of our 12-year old Constitution and have voted in a new 

set of bylaws which reflect the operation and climate of today’s congregation. 

 

Although this is awkward for me to promote, we will celebrate “ME” on 

Saturday, April 29th at our annual fundraiser.  It will be an evening full of good 

friends, fantastic food, groovy music and fun, and quite a few surprises that no 

one will share with me!  I hope you will attend the gala, participate in the ad 

journal and support Temple B’nai Abraham.  

 

I wish Bruce, his new administration and the new Trustees who are being 

installed tonight all the best.  Work hard, have fun, accomplish a lot.  Thank 

you for your commitment to Temple B’nai Abraham to make all these 

wonderful activities, committees, and events continue to happen.   

 

This is a bittersweet moment for me.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my tenure as 

president of Temple B’nai Abraham.  I have tried to do my job with 

enthusiasm, inclusiveness and integrity.  I hope you will all extend the same 

courtesy, dedication and diligence you have so graciously afforded me to Bruce 

and the next administration, trustees and lay leaders. 

 

Last but certainly not least—thank you to Max and my family for giving me the 

time, space and support to be the president of Temple B’nai Abraham.  Thank 

you for four (4) incredible years.  I have truly loved my job.  


