
More Detailed Explanations 
 
Shoreshim Classes 
 

Shoreshim means roots. Classes offered on Monday or Tuesday (from 4-5:30 PM), allow students 
to explore their roots, and begin the process of planting their own roots that will stand them well as 
they grow and navigate the path toward Jewish adulthood. TBA’s Jewish Learning Program aims to 
help students develop a Jewish identity and a lifelong desire to learn about Judaism. The school 
will offer a challenging curriculum and dynamic learning environment, weaving core elements of 
Jewish literacy into lessons and projects that foster curiosity, creativity and compassion. Students 
will gain knowledge and skills crucial for applying Jewish ethical principles in daily life and 
becoming active participants in the Jewish community. Students will be exposed through hands on, 
project based learning to Torah, history, Israel, Prayer, music, art, modern Hebrew holidays and 
Jewish values. 
 
Staff specialists, including teachers of music, tefillah (prayer), modern Hebrew and a young Israeli 
emissary (Rishon) who spends the year working with our children. 
 
Students are placed in grade level classes and given opportunity to be with friends in an effort to 
build community and enhance the informal and experiential nature of the learning environment. 
 
Students are expected to be in attendance at 80% of Shoreshim classes. Failure to meet the 
minimum requirement may result in additional long term assignments.  

 
Mercaz Ivrit (Hebrew Center) 
 

Hebrew links us with more than 3,000 years of identity as a distinct people. Even after we 
dispersed throughout the world without our own land or government, our use of Hebrew as the 
language of Torah and prayer united all Jews as one people. We teach Hebrew to continue this link 
– across time and space – in worship and study. 
 
With that in mind, the JLP is excited to offer a new opportunity for our families. After four years of 
studying the  trends and growth in our students, the Board of Education and the professional staff 
has determined that our children learn Hebrew best in small, individualized learning groups. 
Mercaz Ivrit groups will meet once a week for 45 minutes. Classes will be limited to 5-6 students. 
No friend requests will be granted for these groups. 
 
These small groupings are designed to teach the children to decode and read Hebrew and lead 
them in their preparation towards B’nai Mitzvah. Please note that prayer skills are covered both 
here and in Shoreshim Classes. 
 
You will be assigned a group based on your top three-time slot choices. 
 
Students must be in attendance at a least 80% classes. Failure to attend the minimum 
required classes may result in need for additional tutoring at the family’s expense. 

 
FAQs 

 
Why don't you accept friends request for Mercaz Ivrit? 
 

Class placement for Mercaz Ivrit is based on time/date preference as well as Hebrew level and 
administrative discretion. These 45 minutes classes are kept small (5-6 students) so each student 



can receive a more individualized experience. NOTE: Carpool requests do not ensure that students 
will be in the same class. 

 
Mercaz Ivrit Placement: I listed choices for Mercaz Ivrit but now my child's schedule has 
changed. How do I change that? When do we find out our class assignments? What if we need 
to change it? 
 

As you might imagine, it is a Herculean task to place 350+ students into classes based on time 
preferences, class size constraints, and levels. We will not assign you a time slot that was not 
listed in your choices; however, we cannot process your registration until you have selected three 
(3) different choices. As soon as you know of any changes to your child's schedule (and Mercaz 
Ivrit preferences) please contact Brenda Small (bsmall@tbanj.org). You will be notified of your 
child’s time slot as soon as registration is complete in August. 

 
I have more than one child in grades 4-6. Will I need to make several trips to the temple, or will 
they be placed in the same time-slot for Mercaz Ivrit? 

 
We will place siblings in the same time-slot for Mercaz Ivrit. If you need your children in different 
time slots, please let us know! 

 
The middle of the week is a challenge for us. Is there an alternative to Mercaz Ivrit? 

 
It is possible to choose private tutoring for your son/ daughter instead of our dynamic, 
individualized mid-week Hebrew program. To do so, please contact Melissa Weiner as soon as 
possible to meet and discuss this option of hiring one of the JLP tutors at your expense. JLP tuition 
must still be paid. Students opting out of the Mercaz Ivrit program will need to complete a grade-
level assessment periodically throughout the year. Additionally, please keep in mind private tutoring 
is an additional expense and handled directly between the family and the approved JLP tutor. You 
are still required to attend one of the Shoreshim days. 

 
Can I complete my requirements all in one day? Can I attend Shoreshim and Mercaz Ivrit on 
the same day? 
 

We believe that shorter blocks of learning offer the most benefit to acquiring Hebrew language 
therefore, YOU MAY NOT attend Shoreshim Classes and Mercaz Ivrit on the same day. This 
allows for the children to be fully attentive and better engaged in their learning environment. 
 

What will I do during the time of my child’s Mercaz Ivrit? 
 

We welcome parents to visit the parent lounge for coffee and tea, free  Wi-fi, and occasional  mini-   
courses lead by our staff and clergy. Siblings welcome as well. 
 


